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Dorb In Cattle Feed : Why Balance Matters In
The Dairy Ration

De-0Oiled Rice Bran can contribute protein, fermentable enerqy, fibre and phosphorusbut its value appears
only when it is part of a balanced, quality-controlled ration.
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The first question is not 'is
DORB cheap?’

For dairy farmers and cattle-
feed makers, the more useful
question is: what role can a
good DORB batch play in the
complete ration? De-Oiled Rice
Bran is the solid material left
after oil is extracted from rice
bran. In a well-made batch, it
brings a useful combination of
moderate protein, fermentable
carbohydrate, natural fibre,
phosphorus and B-complex
vitamins. That combination
makes it a practical balancing
ingredient—not a miracle feed
and not a filler.

Milk yield, fat, SNF, fertility
and body condition are
outcomes of the whole ration,
forage quality, water, health
and management. DORB can
support those outcomes, but it
cannot correct a ration that is
short of effective fibre, energy,
minerals or amino-acid
balance. Final inclusion should
therefore be set by a qualified
nutritionist for the animal's
stage and production level.

1. Supporting the rumen
with usable fibre and energy

Ruminants are equipped to
use fibre through microbial
fermentation. Natural bran
fibre, when controlled, can
help maintain a steadier
rumen environment than a
ration built only around
rapidly fermentable starch.

DORB also contributes
digestible carbohydrate that
can support energy supply
without making maize or
another high-starch ingredient
carry the entire burden. The
objective is not to maximise
DORB:; it is to combine
ingredients so the rumen
receives enough effective fibre,
fermentable energy and
protein at the same time.

2. Why phosphorus deserves
attention

Phosphorus is important for
skeletal strength, energy
metabolism and reproductive
performance. DORB is
naturally recognised as a
useful phosphorus-bearing
feed ingredient. That does not
remove the need for a properly
designed mineral mixture,
because calcium-to-
phosphorus balance and the
animal’s total ration still
matter. It does, however, make
DORB especially relevant
when the nutrition team is
trying to build a cost-
conscious concentrate without
overlooking mineral
contribution.

3. DORB and cottonseed
cake: complementary roles

Cottonseed cake can
contribute bypass protein,
residual oil and effective fibre.
DORB brings a different
profile: fermentable energy,
phosphorus and economic




flexibility. Used together under
professional formulation, they
can complement one another
better than either ingredient
viewed in isolation. The point
is balance. Cottonseed cake
should not be treated as the
sole answer to protein, and
DORB should not be treated as
a complete replacement for
every protein or energy
source. Ingredient quality and
the complete ration decide the
result.

4. Quality determines
whether the promise
reaches the animal

A dairy buyer should not
approve DORB from the
protein number alone. Review
the batch-specific report with
crude fibre, moisture, ash,
sand or silica and acid-
insoluble ash. Excessive fibre
may indicate husk or other
lignified material; high ash and
silica can signal non-nutritive
load. The delivered material
should be fresh, free-flowing
and free from musty odour,
clumping, visible grit or
abnormal darkening. Take a

representative composite
sample and retain a sealed
counter-sample so the report
belongs to the actual lot
received.

Good storage matters after
purchase as well. Keep bags off
the floor, away from walls and
protected from rain,
condensation and direct heat.
Use first-in, first-out handling
and investigate any change in
smell, flow or appearance
before feeding. A quality
report is a decision aid only
when it is connected to the lot,
the storage record and the
ration in which the ingredient
is used.

A simple receiving routine
protects value

At the feed mill or farm, record
the supplier, vehicle or lot
reference, date of receipt and
storage location. Draw a
composite sample from more
than one bag or stack position,
seal a counter-sample and
compare the physical material
with the batch report. If the
smell, colour, flow or

laboratory pattern is
unexpected, place the lot on
hold rather than blending it
into the ration. This small
pause protects the

concentrate, the animal and

the reliability of later milk

records.

The beginning of a practical
dairy-feed series

DORB's importance in cattle
feed comes from balance:
moderate protein, usable fibre,
fermentable energy and
phosphorus in one domestic
feed ingredient. The next
questions for dairy readers are
equally practical—how to read
a DORB report, how much
quality variation costs per litre
of milk, how storage changes
value, and how inclusion
should differ between high-
yielding cows, dry animals and
growing calves. Those
decisions should be made with
evidence, not with the lowest
invoice price.

MAXIMISING DORB IN DAIRY & CATTI.E FEED
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